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August 8, 2011
To all Chapters,
 

We have about come to the end of our summer, what we have had of it.  I am looking forward to getting back to going to Chapters and visiting with all the Sisters and Brothers.
Brother Don and I have worked, talked, discussed and re discussed about what we would like to do this next year.  We have added a few new ideas in our agenda during the year, such as ALS.  This will fall under Special Projects as well as the Heart Fund.  We all have a close connection to ALS and have some of the members in our Order afflicted with this disease.  The money we raise for this will be sent to the ALS center here in Oregon.  We would like to have the Chapters on Friendship Night, donate the coin drill to ALS.

Also new this year will be the ritual competition. This competition will be held in June 2012 the day before Grand Chapter, you will be able to compete in such categories as the Star Points Lectures, Worthy Matron Lectures, Associate Patron lecture and Chaplain Prayers,  those are but a few we have so far and more could be added if interest is shown. Watch for registration forms coming soon!!

We have brought back our Faith Activities and Faith Birthdays this year.  We tried something new last year, which is always a good idea, but the members liked the way it was before.  Brothers Paul Blackburn and Larry Trip are heading the Activities and Sisters Kathy Felder and Betty Holden Allen, are going great guns at the home.  I encourage all who possibly can to visit our residents.  I have not been able to visit yet this year, but I am feeling a lot better and plan on visiting and participating with our residents.  Paul and Larry also have some great trips planned for them and I know they will have fun at Card Bingo.

We have also appointed a new committee called Youth Awareness.  Donna Jean McManamon, Debbie Noah and Rod Lippert, PGP will Chair this committee.  It will focus on involving all our Youth Committees.  Please, I encourage all the Chapters with Youth Groups in your areas, to ask them to luncheons, have them do some of their work for you at Friendships, have special events honoring them and help them financially if needed.  We need them and they need us.  Having spoken with some of them, let me tell you, they are for sure going to be our leaders of tomorrow.  When the Chairmen send out letters asking for help, please respond to their requests.  I am looking forward to attending some of the functions of the Youth Groups whenever possible.  I know my husband really liked working with the Youth, he was the DJ for them and at a basket lunch auction, he bought three lunches so he could sit with the kids.  We need more of this.

Brother Don will, and I plan on attending as many GV's as my health will allow.  I am anxious to see each of you and hopefully you have brought in some petitions to your Chapter.  At the Grand Visitations your Chapter will be given credit for the exemplification of degrees for the year if you bring in a new member.  We will have given out well over a thousand petitions for each of you to give out.  We must try and build our Order up in Membership if we are going to continue this beautiful Order.  Be sure and carry one with you at all times in case someone asks "how can I join your Order."
See you all on the Eastern Star Trail.
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